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Minutes of the Friends of St Ann’s Well Gardens (FOSAWG) 

AGM held on Wednesday 19th March 2025 5.30-7pm

Present:- 
FOSAWG Committee Members:

Pippa Smith (Chair)

Linda Austin (Secretary)

Cliff Robinson (Treasurer) 
Melanie Davis

Alison Dean
Annie Mitchell,

Helen Snowden
FOSAWG general members:

Jill Bourne, Janet Clough, Gabriel Cohen, Tina Dean,  Kim Harrison-Lavoie, Don Lavoie, Sandy Kennedy, Paul Leverton, Piran Montford, Carole Moorhouse, Christine Payne, Kris Phillips, Nicholas Pryor, Myra Simpson, Suzie Silver, Wendy Sims, Peter Sofroniou, Billy Stallibrass, Sue Tatton-Brown.
Apologies: Carol Beard, Leslie Anne di Marco, Jackie Maschera, Carole Moorhouse, Nick Pryor, Tony Sharp.
1. Welcome

Pippa welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

The meeting was approved as quorate.
2. Minutes of the previous AGM
Minutes of the AGM held on 19th March 2024 were approved.

3. Matters Arising
None.

4. Guest Speaker – Councillor Jackie O’Quinn
Jackie spoke about the work of the Culture Committee. A former member of the Culture Committee and Dome & Festival Trustee , she continues to take a strong interest and its role in promoting not just cultural activities in the city but also employment in the creative and  culture related sector. 
5. Annual Report & Finances
Pippa, Linda and Alison introduced the Annual Report for 2024, which had been a very busy year. the grant from Martin Investment Limited, which will go towards signage. In addition we had gained the S&SEiB It’s Your Neighbourhood award as “Outstanding” for the third year running.  The big challenge for much of the year had been anti-social behaviour, especially in the Sensory Garden.
6. Election of Officers & Committee 
Pippa Smith was elected Chair.

Cliff Robinson was elected Treasurer.

Linda Austin was elected Secretary.

Melanie Davis, Alison Dean, Annie Mitchell, Helen Snowden and Tony Sharp were elected as Trustees to the Committee.
7. Resolution on Membership Fees

The following resolution was put to the meeting and was AGREED undanimously:-

That the subscription rates  should be increased to £5 for individuals, and £7 for

families, to take effect from the next renewal date for existing members and

with immediate effect for new members.
8. Discussion of Priorities
There was a wide-ranging discussion of activities for the next year including ideas for members nights, and also wildlife events.
8.1. Seating

Questions were asked about the seating provision in the Gardens and their suitability for people with mobility problems
8.2. Playground and Older Children

Issues around the lack of play provision for older children. It was felt that the Council’s policy of only providing play resources for older children at Hove Park was inadequate and some provision is needed at St Ann’s Well Gardens for ball games. 
8.3. Radar Key for Changing Places toilet and Disabled Toilet

The issue of the early locking time of the disabled toilet was raised. It was felt hat provision of toilet access to both the disabled toilet and the Changing Places toilet beyond 6 pm is essential and the Committee agreed to seek a solution.

8.4. Lighting 

A question was raised about lighting in the park and the effect on wildlife. It was noted that most lighting was turned off at 8pm, apart front the pathway between Nizells Avenue and Furze Hill., and all lighting in St Ann’s Well gardens is now LED with less impact on wildlife.
9. Working Groups
Pippa reminded the meeting that we need lots of volunteers for the working groups and events, in particular Art in the Park and the Spring Festival (being run by Natlie, Dean and Gareth, with FOSAWG as one of the two charities being supported. Members were asked to contact Pippa or Linda
10. Any Other Business
There was no other business. The meeting closed at 6.45 pm

